. This 1986 book appears nine years after the first edition, but there have been few changes in format, length and content. Although the editors and several contributors have Belfast connections, the authors are mainly North American and the book is designed as a textbook and text supplement for medical students and surgical residents. The 35 chapters are grouped into four units -'Basic considerations', 'Total care of the surgical patient', 'Principles of general surgery', 'Principles of specialty surgery'. The editors emphasise the importance of understanding basic science principles and their application to surgical management. Unfortunately the major fault with this type of book is that the spectrum of material covered allows space for only superficial coverage of physiological concepts and therapeutic applications. Medical students will find the reviews of the metabolic response to injury, immune response, cancer spread and pain management particularly useful, but may have difficulty integrating these basic principles into the management of specific surgical conditions. Surgical trainees will be frustrated by the superficial discussion of most topics and the paucity of up-to-date references but may find it a useful 'aide-memoire' prior to examinations. Many of the illustrations are excellent, presenting abundant information which is easily assimilated, but the colour plates of surgical anatomy add nothing to the book, apart from expense. Indeed, at the recommended price, this book is poor value for money on this side of the Atlantic. Its greatest appeal will be to students who have only limited access to clinical material and who require an easily digested overview of surgical science. BJR
